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LEPRECHAUNUS® gen. nov. 


Closely allied to Promitor Dist., but differing chiefly in the venation of 
the tegmina and shape of posterior pronotal process. (Compare figs. 1 
and 9.) 

Pronotum convex, suprahumeral horns absent, posterior process slender 
at base, strongly keeled and thickened vertically, somewhat dilated laterally 
below, sinuate and acuminate to apex. 

Tegmina with pterostigma large and with three discoidal and four apical 
cells, The discoidal cells are formed between radius 1b and radial sector, 
radial sector and media 3+ 4, media 3+4 and cubitus la (Evans). A central 
cell is formed between media and cubitus 1. In Promitor there are only 
two discoidal cells formed by R 1b and Rs, Rs and M 3+4. 

Genotype: the following new species — 


Leprechaunus cristatus sp. nov. 


Small, chestnut brown, shining ; suprahumerals absent; posterior process 
reaching just beyond anal angle of inner tegminal margin, strongly arched 
above scutellum and continued sinuously and acuminately to apex; tegmina 
somewhat mottled. 


Female: 


Head subquadrate, slightly convex, broader than long, finely punctate, 
upper margin of frons sinuate; eyes ochraceous or brown; ocelli obscure, 
slightly above a line drawn through the centres of the eyes and about as far 
from the eyes as from each other ; clypeus quadrate, about as wide as long, 
a very faint longitudinal suture on either side, tip rounded and marginally 
somewhat pilose; basal joint of rostrum thickly whitely tomentose, tip 
reaching to hind coxæ; inferior margins of genæ slightly convex. 

Pronotum convex, shining chestnut brown, marginate above head, meto- 
pidium moderately high, finely punctate, unarmed, median carina percurrent ; 
humeral angles blunt, somewhat obtuse; posterior process rather narrow at 
base dilating slightly laterally at first and much thickened and keeled vertically,- 


* The generic name Leprechaunus is derived from the mythical creature of. 
Irish folk-lore — the Leprechaun. 
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EXPLANATION OF FIGURES. 


Figs. 1 to 8. Leprechawunus cristatus sp. n. Fig. 1. Lateral view. Fig. 2. Dorsal 
view. Fig. 3. Frontal view. Fig. 4. Tegmen and wing. Fig. 5. Outline of head. 
Fig. 6 Scutellum. Fig. 7. Antenna. Fig. 8 Lateral outline of nymph, last instar. 
Fig. 9. Promitor nominatus Dist. Redrawn from sketch by Mr. R. J. Izzard. 
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slightly carinate laterally, strongly arched at base of scutellum, downwardly 
recurved and impinging on apex of scutellum, thence sinuate and acuminate 
to apex, terminating just beyond the anal angle of the inner tegminal margin ; 
central carination strongly percurrent and forming a black crest above the 
scutellum. There is sometimes a short thickly tomentose white streak directed 
forwards from the basal angles of the scutellum. Scutellum wider than 
long, exposed, bifid, dark brown; basal angles and apex thickly whitely 
tomentose; faintly centrally carinate, deeply punctate; apex slightly 
upwardly recurved. 

Tegmina about twice as long as broad, patchily hyaline, base and 
pterostigma coriaceous; an almost black spot just before the anal angle and 
an almost black fascia just beyond it reaching nearly halfway across tegmen, 
a pale brownish fascia reaching from the pterostigma to the black patch on 
the anal margin; tip rounded; apical cells four, the second being sometimes 
sub-divided by a cross vein as indicated by the dotted lines in fig. 4; 
subapical cells three as in generic description. The first abdominal segment 
is whitely tomentose above and can be seen through the wings, giving the 
tegmina the appearance of having a white fascia. Wings faintly veined 
except at base and patchily towards apex; apical cells three. 

Undersurface of body brownish and somewhat whitely tomentose. 
Legs brownish ochraceous, tibiæ somewhat paler in colour than femora; 
posterior tibiz armed with minute spines; coxæ and tarsal claws black. 

Length to tips of tegmina 4 to 4-25 mm. Width across humeral angles 
1-75 to 2 mm. 


Male: 


Smaller than female, but similar, except that the head is much darker, 
almost piceous, and there is a small dark patch just above the frontal margin 
of the pronotum. The white tomentosity on the genz and base of rostrum 
iS more sparse or wanting altogether. 

Length to tips of tegmina 3-5 mm. Width across humeral angels 
1-75 mm. 


Nymph (Last instar): 


- Small, ochraceous brown above, paler beneath. Head oblique, smooth 
and shiny, wider than long, frons bifid, eyes dark brown to black; rostrum 
long, reaching to just beyond posterior coxe. Pronotum slightly darker 
ochraceous brown, smooth and shining, raised and curving backwards in a 
strongly carinated crest which terminates above the anterior margin of the 
mesothorax, continuing thence to the posterior margin of the mesothorax 
as an almost colourless acuminate process. Tegminal pads reaching just 
beyond the second abdominal segment. Abdomen with seven visible segments 
and a somewhat short anal tube. The segments are slightly dilated on their 
lateral margins and bear minute setz. 

Length 3-75 mm. Width 2 mm. 

Holotype 9, allotype g, 139, 5 g paratypes, Umkomaas, Natal, in July 
of 1946 to 1949, A. L. Capener. A pair each of paratypes deposited in 
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Transvaal Museum, South African National Collection of Insects, Pretoria, 
and British Museum. Remainder in author’s collection, 

This species has never been found commonly and the colonies are small, 
at least in July. It seems probable that it could be found throughout the 
S and may be more prolific during the summer months. It is attended 

y the ant Crematogaster castanea Sm. 


Host Plants: 


Brachlyleana discolor and Grewia occidentalis, the former being that 
usually chosen. In September, 1949, I found a single specimen of this species 
at Eshowe, Zululand, on Trema guineensis. 
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